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carro 02-29-08

from Chris Devlin

I love the word "carro"

because it sounds like Spanglish! "I'm going for a ride in el carrro." 

binky 02-28-08

from Kitty Martin

Doing a binky is one of the most endearing tricks in the rabbit's repertoire!! (There are not too many tricks, so we treasure each one.) It really is. They just kind of hop straight up and twist around in midair. Don't we all wish we could do the same. If I could even do it mentally, I'd be satisfied.

...

from Lisa Usani Phillips

What can stop a crying baby AND make bunnies leap for joy? Everyone knows it's binky. A binky, a binky, fun for a bun or a babe.

...

Originally from “The Language of Lagomorphs” website, a "binky" is an ecstatic leap for joy that rabbits do. http://www.paperglyphs.com/rabbits/rabbittalk_binkies.html

ceremonial 02-27-28

via Lisa Phillips

Well this is one of the group--like serendipity, triceratops, and “Que sera sera!”--that have my name in it. But this one is especially simpatico. Hence my new pen name: Sarah Moniale.

diacritical 2-26-08

from Frankie Wright

 “Oh that Umlaut family! They’re so diacritical!”

banana slug 02-25-08

spotted by Tim Nihoff:

many yellow bodies fitting curves in the rocks of the canyon of three waters at Esalen, Big Sur, California . . .

coot 2-24-08

In Golden Gate Park we saw a lake full of coots, and even one baby coot, also a log full of turtles, and a widgeon, a duck with a white stripe down its nose. Coot sounds like a cute way of saying “cute.” Tim thought coots were “designer ducks” because of their unruffled gray-black color. Coots make me think of Jake too, who happens to observe a lot of coots. He uses the word more than anyone I know, which reminds me-- he is a coot (of another sort).

testosterone 02-23-08

Acccording to a wandering tourist on the path at Ano Nuevo State Reserve in California, the rutting bull elephant seal has THE MOST testosterone in its bloodstream of any mammal. The sign says: “Keep back 25 feet.”

And we did.

calumny 02-22-08

from Jake Keenan

What's the word that means calumny?

Not libel.

I want to tell “the Kid” what he did to me

when he said I only came to his birthday party

for the blackberry pie,

and the hard sauce.

He slandered my name!

petabyte 02-21-08

from Kristin Kladstrup

10 to the 15 bytes

rhizome 02-20-08

via Lisa Usani Phillips

Only Lisa would use this word as a verb. Meaning: To fuse with another person in such a way as to make them become more essentially identical to yourself. An imaginary process. An imaginary word: rhizoming. Happy Birthday Lisa!

horchata 02-19-08

When I drank my first horchata at Boca Grande in Brookline, it was like Cinderella slipping into her own gorgeous slipper. Where had my true flavor-food friend been hiding? I recently had one at La Corneta in Glen Park, and it was every bit (if not even more) heavenly. Perfect end to a day on the road, and perfect accompaniment to a super-baby fish burrito. I’m sure my horchata has its own long history, but I am happy just to unite with it whenever we can meet in the fleeting ‘Now.’ Where art thou horchata?

contrails 02-18-08

Why are they called that? Would you believe the "con-" is for condesation?

chevron 02-17-08

via Jake Keenan

At Esalen, he’s discussing getting his hair dyed bright new colors like the twenty-something photographer at our table in the lodge, who has brought red, blue, purple, green and pink. But it seems such colored hair would not be allowed at Jake’s job at Chevron. His buddy suggests a blue and red chevron around the hair part, thus displaying the company logo. Who could argue with that?

sleeve 02-16-08

This is a neat and cozy word: the famous "thing that other things fit into." It's also an inside-out knot-tying and nose-wiping thing. And its an extinct creature, in its LP-record-protecting function. Sleeve is one of those words that, if you look at it long enough, has a funny spelling and sound. I was writing sleeve, yesterday in trying to describe how a traffic cone wears its heart on its sleeve. So today I wear my heart on my sleeve and, despite the sunshine, I feel sad.

clover 02-15-08

The word stands for bunches of clover and does not need a plural “s” but I find myself adding an ‘s’ to emphasize

the cuteness and delight and regression inspired by clovers. I think we should invent a new word for justifiable excessive plural endings: suplurlatives?

bolster 02-14-08

A book I just finished reading, I underlined sporadically, when I had a pen in hand, is called "Art and Fear." My friends in a writing group, all recommended it. I did find it  "bolstering" (there's a word I like: bolster). Hope your day is bolstered. Have a bolstering day. Bolster yourself today. What color is your bolster?

vacation 02-13-08

recess 02-12-08

adjournment 02-11-08

hiatus 02-10-08

pause 02-09-08

gap 02-08-08

lapse 02-07-08

respite 02-06-08

holiday 02-05-08

demonstrative 02-04-08

via Tim Nihoff

A Superbowl announcer used this word, when a normally stoic player got a bit emotional. I like it because it puts the  "monster" and "demons" into sweet emotion.

celadon 02-03-08

I wrote a poem today about a celadon spider. I think I picked up this word from colorstrology.com a website which assigns a Pantone color to every birthday date. Someone I know is celadon. I like the color-name, especially for a spider, because it has celery and cellulose and cell imagery as well as conjuring a tiny pale extinct dinosaur.

mellifluous 02-02-08

from Ruth Goodman

because it even sounds floaty to say it.

verve 02-01-08

via Carol Cartier

Carol just got back from Paris. Verve is what she brought home. It is her new favorite word. "Vive la verve!"
