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1-31-08 parameters

I use this word to describe poetry assignments, but it makes my mom cringe. She says parameters is for mathematics, and that for poetry "rules" is better. I say "parameters parameters parameters" over and over. It reminds me: I like "paramour" too.

1-30-08 peel

from Julia Goodman

If he wants to cook frozen pizza on a cold pizza stone, that's ridiculous. You should get him  a pizza peel! I always heat the pizza stone in the oven, roll out the dough in plenty of cornmeal and flour on the peel and it JUST slides right off. It's the best way

1-29-08 percolate

from DJ Chris Devlin aka Prof. Rockswell

There it is that heavenly sound. It's percolating. It's a wonderful word! It's the brand new dance! . . . It's time for the perculator! It's time for the perculator! It's time for the perculator! It's time for the perculator....!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6P4ftjQ33JU

1-28-08 anemone

from Lisa Phillips

"friends and anemones”

1-27-08 abcedarium

from Ruth Goodman

I like abcedarium, because it tells you what it is while you're saying it.

1-26-08 sapid

from Kristin Kladstrup

It means flavorful. Yes--brunch was sapid.

It was egg and cheese strata. That's layers of egg and cheese and bread and bacon and butter.

1-25-08 blubber

via Bill Murray, quoted in "Tiger  Beat Questionnaire"

I read this in a hospital waiting room. Bill says blubber is his favorite word. Not hard to imagine why!  I don't think "blubber" gets said enough anymore, so say "blubber" today!

1-24-08 impacted

This is my LEAST favorite word EVER!  It  is now "accepted usage," but I will NEVER accept it. There were huge layoffs at work, and many scripts were read aloud about "impacted employees" and "employees impacted." This impacted my ability to post a word of the day! 

1-23-08 yolk

from Scott Nash

Words so ugly they’re beautiful: yolk, milk, and all that ilk.

[note: I think “unitard” fits in this category. I'd also put "reconnoiter" which I could say over and over, like looking at a very hairy bug.]

1-22-08 unitard

via Ryan Evans

The outfit worn by Ryan on Halloween was underscored by a full-body covering in shimmering sun-tan. This outfit can only be called by its proper name. There is only one name for such a skin tight, thick stretchy wrist-to-ankle covering. My sister used to wear them in dance school in the seventies. But it is a word I have ALWAYS hated to say or hear. Don’t say it!

01-21-08 bliss

from Jane Kogan

Bliss is not having to define happiness.

01-20-08 look

from Miriam Goodman

It's the one word to use when you don't need any words:

Look!

01-19-08 jibbitz

from Reuben Pitchel

Jibbitz are for crocs. Jonah likes to eat jibbitz, but he doesn't eat giblets. My jibbitz are a dragon, a baby penguin, and a duck.

01-18-08 kiwi

It’s a fruit and a bird, both flightless.

It’s a banana and a strawberry: both flavors, neither color.

It’s a color, kiwi green, and one of the best ways to decorate a fruit tart I’ve ever seen.

01-17-08 sloth

Men named her after their ancient “sin of sadness.” Women daily, compare her to imagined failure. But from the day I followed a toddler hand, to the tree, above the snack bar, the sloth is my hero.

She rests her fine acrylic tips, strong as bear traps, pulling gravity to keep her Slinky coil waving. She draws strings of muscle, through fur, stitch by stitch, to the swiveling knot. She gathers and spends a ball of energy, hanging in the sun, to run her machinery. This slow-dancer swings

from a dreamed-up partner’s top vertebra. Cousin to the kinkajou and monkey, she hangs back her acrobat nose,

gazes at the moment, as it passes,

fuses it to her through her nostrils.

01-16-08 booties

from Reuben Pitchel

fur booties. fur booties. fur booties. tee hee hee.

01-15-08 flivver

Why did I think of this word today? What does it mean? How is it spelled? It cast its spell on me long ago. I picture WWI, a leather helmet, and fluttery scarf, and a tiny insect diving and wheeling in the sky. Maybe Gatsby had one? The word sounds celestial, light, and buzzy, but flivver is about ‘flying’ down the road, and not, generally, aerial flying. A flivver is a Model-T Ford, but Ford also patented a “Sky Flivver” that crashed in its first test and was scrapped as a project. In 1928, Nikola Tesla wrote about working on a vertical take-off turbine-powered flying machine, the aerial flivver.

01-14-08 pigeon

from Carol Cartier

Wonderful word. Wonderful bird. [Wonderful color of Maine island winter.]

01-13-08 sick

from Mason Pitchel

I use it all the time. As in “I feel sick today.” Or “That bike is SICK!”

01-12-08 calamity

from Tim Nihoff

CaLAMiTy caLAMiTy caLAMiTy. I love that word! I just love the way it sounds. You just have to say it, and you get an immediate visual image of what it means, ... an image of the letters falling all over the place.

01-11-08 incidence

from Jake Keenan

I like the ambiguity because I like the “-e-n-t-s” as well. But it drives me crazy when people say ‘incidences'. I just like the way it sounds.

01-10-08 seriatim

from Miriam Goodman

I’m having trouble digesting my grapenuts, so I’ve started having breakfast “seriatim.”

[only a poet would have serial cereal!]

01-09-08 mezzanine

Who doesn’t love the word mezzanine?

It always takes me back to being 5 years old and visiting Jackson Heights department stores, or downtown Boston ones, Jordan Marsh, Filenes. If you are in a building that has a mezzanine--the old Boston Garden, the library, the old Harvard Coop, you might as well be in an opera or a candy factory, because you’ve gone beyond balcony, tower, elevator. You’ve gone “on beyond zebra” to a word that needs two z’s in the middle to make one ‘z’ sound. A word that --literally-- dares you to pronounce it aloud, and then, even to go visit.

01-08-08 rabbit

from Lisa Usani Phillips and Catherine Martin

Here's a rabbit quote from  Roverandom:

"They visited the valley of the white moon-gnomes (moonums, for short) that ride about on rabbits, and make pancakes out of snowflakes, and grow little golden apple-trees no bigger than buttercups in their neat orchards." --J.R.R. Tolkein

01-07-07 fall

Talk about a multiple meaning word. A cascade. And then, a wild and sexy hairpiece that can be made in rainbow colors, with anything form gold ribbons to plastic dreadlocks, to peacock feathers and woolly yarn. Fall in love. The season of harvest and spooks and later sunrises, earlier sunsets. The water going over the rocks, creating awesome sprays. And watch out on the ice, to boot!

01-06-08 constraint

from Jake Keenan

Right now, I really like “constraint” because it connects to EVERYTHING.

(I like “environment” too.)

It has a little Latin, and then

the “straint” is like a stretchy pulling,

and it has the sound of “strained” too. Philosophically, it is just the most awesomely powerful word I can think of.

01-05-08 may

via Heather Erico

When kids at the store ask, "Can I have a soda?" Heather tells them, in her British accent, "You mean 'May I have a soda?' Can is a question. May is a request." Heather sure taught me a thing or two. But I still say "Can I have a tall double-shot extra-hot no-foam nonfat latte, please?" I'm working on "may."

01-04-08 dim sum

I've never had dim sum, but I'd like to try "sum." The word, dim sum, was "love at first hearing" back about 40 years ago. And yet, it's always been a fantasy. It sounds so yummy and  cute, way better than brunch, lunch, dinner, and supper, or even snack. Kind of like dumpling or cupcake, but more melodious and precious. I have a dim sum date for  01-08! I can't wait!

01-03-08 yawp

from Miriam Goodman

It's a guttural cry. And it's in a poem.

"I too am not a bit tamed, I too am untranslatable, / I sound my barbaric YAWP over the roofs of the world. "--Walt Whitman

01-02-08 thigh

from Catherine Martin

It’s a good word, because it sounds like what it is. The word sounds sturdy and trunk-like.

01-01-08 resume

Today's word is pronounced "re-zoom" and that's how I think of starting the new year. No resolutions, just new energy to keep on being "as you were" "at ease" and otherwise engaged in art, pursuits, growth, and self care. It also reminds me of the word pronounced "rez zummay" which means something totally different (a summing up) and yet, is associated with new opportunities, new venturings and a good long look at what exists in the cupboard of self. Plus I'm getting ready to "re-Zumba" after a long Zumba hiatus! Happy New Year. Now, resume.

