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weevil 07-31-08

see no weevil

fear no weevil

evil weevil

--This word is just too cute. Too bad there are so darn many of them. 60,000 species?! 'Pop' goes the weevil!

cuspidor 07-30-08

via Bob Goodman

Bob taught me this word when I was 5;

with the song, of course:

Toreadoorrrrrr,

Don't spit on the floorrrr

Spit in the cuspidoorrrrrrrr.

That's what it's foorrrrrrr.

patina 07-29-08

from Tutti

We'll paint over it and it will peel, and we'll paint over it another color, and it will peel and we'll get a gorgeous patina.

hyperbole 07-28-08

from Jamie via Tim

appropriate word to describe descriptions, such as those artists or reps might use to describe their own or someone else's "groundbreaking" work. What would a parabolic description be like?

pelon 07-27-08

El Pelon, perfect pre-Fenway taco-stop. Could it mean the bald one?

barb 07-26-08

I've grown kind of fond of the fact that Goodwill uses the word 'barb' to describe the color-sale markers they pierce through the clothes. It's no longer a "tag." Barb is a more precise term for that plastic needle with T-bars that gets gunned into the clothes. We went to a concert and the usher had to point out the 'barb' on a guy's shirt as she took his ticket. The small humble crowd clearly appreciated the need to dress up by way of a stop by Goodwill. The singer/musician/songwriter even did a number about getting his shoes at St. Vincent DePaul's

Moxie 07-25-08

from Mary's new kitten

Moxie says 'hi'. Moxie is a grrrrreat name for an all-gray kitten from Maine. I also like it better than 'gumption' for describing a woman (or man I guess) who has commanding presence, style, and chutzpah. Never drink the stuff, though.

vitrine 07-24-08

I had to include this word because it came up so many times in the essay by Lawrence Weschler I'm reading, describing the Museum of Jurassic Technology. I realized that each time I read the word, I was imagining an image unrelated to its real meaning, which of course, I'll need to look up. My own image was of antique glass, so thick and  full of romance, it felt like almost-fatal magic. Instead, it's probably just 'a tank.'

donnybrook 07-23-08

via "the Rhino"

Let me recap the melee

'twixt Detroit Shock and the Sparks of L.A.:

Rick Mahorn gave a bonny push,

gettin' into the donnybrook

of three stars of the WNBA!

tsetse 07-22-08

via Mason

This deadly bit of Tswanan onomatopoeia made it into Mason's top 10 bugs!

pompon 07-21-08

okay this is embarrassing, especially for me, a child of the 60s and 70s. "Pom pom" is not a word.

What? Cheerleaders don't shake their pom-poms?! I didn't glue pom-poms to  paper hats, or make yarn pompoms for my hair, and crepe-paper pompoms for the gym?! I didn't even spend all my newspaper tips collecting pompom animal magnets at the Little Store (and naming them all)?!

Nope. I did not. Today, while looking up "pons" I discovered that "pompon" is the correct word for those fluffy little tufts. Ouch! (I think that hurt my pons.)

pons 07-20-08

Such a cute word for a part of the brain. A nerve bundle really. Isn't it nice to know we all have one? I've heard that "Leon Beyond" has quite a large "pons." Where's your pons? Did you rest it 'pon the pond?

cabbage car 07-19-08

from Ryan aka Jerry

Have you ever heard of a cabbage car? Amtrak took some of their engine-cars and removed the engine in order to keep only one engine per train. Now when the train reverses direction the engineer sits in the "cab" of the empty car and remote-controls the rear engine. Aside from the "cab," the engine car is empty and so has become a "baggage" car. But they call it a "cabbage car" really they do.

foofaraw 07-18-08

from Dallas Crow

foofaraw—1. a great deal of fuss given to a minor matter 2. showy frills added unnecessarily 3. much ado about nothing (the first two definitions are from the New Oxford American Dictionary, the third one is my own).

scandal 07-17-08

from Karen "Sarf"

It's just a great word. I woke up thinking about it.

spoonerism 07-16-08

from Holhartman,

 "spoonerism" is fun. It's when you get parts of adjoining words mixed up--saying "blushing crow" instead of "crushing blow," or "half-warmed fish" instead of "half-formed wish." After about 10:30 p.m. my speech tends to become spooneristic.

judder 07-15-08

It means to shake violently or spasmodically, like video images do on a bad TV or with handheld cameras. But juddering is also is a newly-discovered dance that male insects do to warn other males.

thatch 07-14-08

wow. I'm reading about the tortoise beetle larva that makes a thatch covering for itself out if its thread-shaped feces. Holy trailer-trash, Batman!!

pollen 07-13-08

from Frankie Wright

I love that image of pollen on the ocean's surface,  just yellow shimmering. 'A rain of brimstone'--that wouldn't be my image, but . . .

smew  07-12-08

via Scott Kelley....amazing painter of amazing sea birds.

Kelley's painting, of a "smew" is smew the roof! But mostly I just like saying "smew." How are smew? Smew smew smew.

superciliousness 07-11-08

from Bubba-Jake

about George (on the dollar) "He does have a certain superciliousness about the eyebrows."

footloose 07-10-08

Everybody cut! Everybody cut!

(Bubba Jake has NEVER seen this movie,

but he should.      Because he is.)

horseradish 07-09-08

I like putting a radish with a horse. It's kind of marx-brothers-ish.......and spicy!

mnemonic 07-08-08

via Eric and Noah

Memory-aiding. I love the little tricks that help us with those darned important lists. "Dumb kids play cards on fat girl scouts."

All you have to do is picture these little tykes sitting on giant roly-poly girl scouts, dealing hands of poker. A lot easier than . . .Domain, kingdom, phylum, class, order, family, genus, species.

How can you not love a word with all those m's and n's? (menomenop)

behoove 07-07-08

almost impossible to say without drawling, and drawing out the -hoooooooooooooove.

"It would beHOOOOOve you to behave."

posit 07-06-08

I don't like academic words, unless they're short, punchy, clear, and unique. I like "posit," because I always picture a fadeaway jumper, lobbing an idea into a pool of thought, or into a basket of conversation. . . . or an ovipositor injecting an egg into a little honeycomb cell.

pronation (and supination) 07-05-08

from Ed....again

Pronation is when your ankle tends to tip toward the inside of your foot, and supination is the opposite--your ankle tips toward the outside. So you can be a pronator or a supinator, but if you are, you'll need to get new shoes. Check the bottoms of your sneakers for worn-down heels.

yaw 07-04-08

from Ed Koren

It's the shifting side to side you experience on a boat or in a plane. Your feet do it too, and that ruins your sneakers.

halter(es) 07-03-08

These are little miniature stretched-out "barbells" (from French for barbells) that serve as balancers on certain insects' bodies. They extend behind the wings. I believe they help with the yaw and roll. The strange thing about this word is that the singular halter is pluralized as halteres.

ruthless 07-02-08

from Frankie Wright

words like ruthless, when prefix or suffix is removed, supposedly "give back" the opposite meaning, but don't

unless I'm off; perhaps ruth is a word to apply to nice people

you are so ruth.

shmata 07-01-08

via Ariel

Ariel was giving away three bags of 'old' clothes, and I got to pick out a few pieces. The one I loved was smock-like, intentionally thin and faded, old-fashioned, and didn't quite button right. When I told her it was a shmata, this half-Jewish girl-of-the-garment industry did not know from whence I spoke. A schmata is both a rag and any sort of fabric covering that passes for clothing but just-barely so. I is a way to speak of clothing (or scraps of such) in a sarcastic or extremely off-handed way, as in "This old shmata." or "Throw on a shmata!"
