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prosoma 06-30-08

a head and thorax that are joined or fused together as one in many arthropod species (I'm thinking lobster for some reason); same meaning as cephalothorax, but very different sounding word. 

onomatomaniac 06-29-08

from Lisa (who happens to be one!)

I have some wordy word words for you that I came across in William Safire's article "Onomatopoeia."

tintinnabulation! (Edgar Allen Poe)

onomatomaniac! (from Gertrude Stein?)

exclamation points mine

slipshod 06-28-08

from Holly

I like "slipshod." (adj., means careless, slovenly)  In the Middle Ages this word was used for someone whose shoes were worn and loose. Now it's what you get to be when you work for yourself and have the option of wearing baggy old yoga clothes all day, but doesn't the word sound kind of rakish anyway?

ostrich 06-27-08

via Mason Pitchel

Mason built an ostrich out of Connex. But he had to look it up on Google to find out the spelling. Then he found this stuff.

ELwire 06-26-08

from Ryan Evans

(. . . as in electroluminescent wire.) I don't care what the theme is, I'm going to use this stuff!

belvedere 06-25-08

beautiful view.

cupola 06-24-08

via Lisa and Kitty and Tom

cupola. cuppele. coopala. kewpuhluh!

Strangely enough, only kewpuhluh is correct. But I like "cuppele," as in coupla' wiseguys. Today this word represents vistas, new heights, possibilities, and posh architecture. I like that the structure includes three distinct functions that each bolster and broaden: a lookout post, ventilation, and a way to let in light. And let's not forget that it can be a belfry, a lantern, or a "belvedere"! Now there's a word! (for tomorrow)

kasha 06-23-08

from Jonathan

Sasha I believed may have worked in the garment trade, lived at the Chelsea Hotel, and never married.  I remember meeting him a few times when I was very little, and his name always reminds me of one of my favorite Ada dishes: kasha. 

He was passionate about opera, Boris Gudonoff in particular, and often took Ada and her siblings to the old Metropolian Opera (which inspired Ada's love of opera).

cavu 06-22-08

from Judy

All signs point upward . . . what's the aviation term? CAVU—ceiling and visibility unlimited; no cloud cover; all clear above and all clear ahead. It's what George Senior named his camp.

ongepatchket (OONG-ga-PATCH-kid) 06-21-08

from Jonathan

Yiddish adjective, meaning gaudy, overly done, decorated beyond normal limits.  "I love your new leather jacket.  But the rhinestoned collar, big dangly gold earrings, three large necklaces, and the baubles on each finger are way too ongepatchket."

{ED note: It's funny to get this from Jonathan, because I always thought of this word as "messy, and mismatched, thrown together and cluttered; every-which-way." perhaps it's a combo of both?}[from J.: "You are absolutely correct about the other meaning of ongepatchket -- messy, slapped together, mishmashed."]

hinei ani 06-20-08

from Abe

okay, technically it's two words. It's Hebrew, meaning "I am here." A phrase "spoken" by God in the Torah. Lately it's a mantra. I am here. Hinei ani. Reminder to "be present."

evoke 06-19-08

from an old diary

I just found this word defined in an old journal I was reading: evoke vt. to create anew using memory and imagination

saline 06-18-08

from Carol Cartier

Saline is just a word I read in The New Yorker. And it's just a gorgeous word. I think "The Gem" should be called Saline. And I can just imagine the sort of place or the sort of person who would or could be named Saline.

archipelago 06-17-08

from Lisa Pelisa

archipelago, from the roots across or over, and the sea, like pelagic pelicans from the archipelago. 

albeit 06-16-08

from Ruth Goodman

albeit: although, even if.

But i think it doesn't even need a definition. It says what it is, don't you think?

euphoria 06-15-08

Heard on the car radio: Who sings this old-timey song? Who wrote it? I love it!

". . . when your mind starts reeling and rocking,

your inside works start squealing and squawking,

rolling around on a belladonna cloud

singing 'euphoria'"

pupick 06-14-08

The pupick is not public,

though many people think it is!

The pupick is not pubic,

though it is as close as it gets!

Can you find your pupick?

unassailable 06-13-08

via Sam Valentino

I heard Sam describe a kingdom in his novel as unassailable. It reminded me that the ABC sports announcers in Game 3 described Kobe as "indefensible," which, imho, Kobe is. But the word they meant to say was "unstoppable," or "unbeatable," or better yet--unassailable. Still, after game 4, last night, I think they'd have to eat those words, and admit that Kobe was assailed, stopped, beaten, and defended-against; and, further, that it is THE GREEN TEAM who is unassailable. I've always loved the word incontravertible, describing  something so true that no argument could make it untrue. So, I'd like to mash words a bit and say: May the Celtics be incontravertible on Sunday!

mewling 06-12-08

from Carol Cartier

Are you mewling? Oh, BABY. Hannah just had her 4 wisdom teeth pulled, all impacted. I have to be really vigilant with the pain meds. She wakes up in the middle of the night mewling....that's where I got the word.

cicada 06-11-08

from Frankie Wright

Beautiful word:cicada, cicada, cicada. Down South, there are years when they are so loud! You hear them all the time, but some years it is much louder.

Vornado 06-10-08

This is a fan brand name, But how do you pronounce it? When they were dating teenagers, my mom taught my dad correct pronunciations, beginning with the "Vornado air circulator." Not serkyalaytah, but sir-kew-LAY-tOr.  She was raised to believe that correct pronunciations were important, and he was raised speaking Yiddish and Brooklynese, (fuhnawdo?). According to him, she was the beginning of-- and was largely responsible for---his education, up into M.I.T., book-authorship, speaking tours, and beyond. I just bought one of these Vornado's, a nice retro design! Cool fan!

schuss 06-09-08

schhhhhuusssssssssssssssss. I think this is the most onomatopoetic word I know. I love the way it sounds, the image it conjures up, I can almost feel the snow spray in my face. pretty nice in this heatwave!

eargasm 06-08-08

from Lisa

rubbing or scratching Lloyd's floppy ears in such a way that makes him growl with contentment. "Roger was adept at giving Lloyd an eargasm."

extemporaneously 06-07-08

nice long (16-letter) word. The way to speak from the heart, and from notes.

craphead 06-06-08

the only word for the mosquito who bit me on the palm of my right hand. He snuck behind my cell phone, so I couldn't even slap him. Nothing would stop the fierce itching. Then, luckily, the toothpaste trick worked!

taramosalata 06-05-08

from Carol Cartier

It's fish eggs in cream cheese, so salty and so good.

smitten 06-04-08

via Teri Keough

Teri's quoting from her marketing work, about a punny author who wrote a book about swords, he was "smitten by the sword!" Me, I'm smitten by a kitten. I did come up with a theory, though regarding advice to young women: No one is "smitten-worthy." meaning you gotta stand on your own two, even when 'falling' in love. I like that 'smitten' sounds like the totally passive state it is. I didn't 'smitten" you. I smote you. Whereas "bitten" is bite no matter whether received or given.

smote 06-03-08

I like smote. Amazing how much power that simple combination of letters has, compared with say "hit." I like that it is only used actively. You can't "be smote by someone;" you can only smote someone.

boost 06-02-08

I like this word. I use it an awful lot and always have. It has so many disparate contexts: the hospitals and nursing settings, where a "boost" is a maneuver done daily to resituate a bed-bound patient; the "boost" my grandpa always said I needed when I was too short to reach things (you put your knee into someone's interlaced fingers); and lately for me, my second coffee of the day, which comes mid-morning or mmid-afternoon, whenever I am flagging.

snickerdoodle 06-01-08

from Jonah Pitchel

quote from Jonah: "I wuv snickewdoodahs!"
