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redactory 03-31-08

from Ruth Goodman

I don't like the word redactory, because a word that is so specifically about editorial clarity should be more clear about itself. 

banquette 03-30-08

from Scott Nash

It's like a booth, but bigger, like a place where people play cards, almost like its own separate room. I love those!

badger 03-29-08

One of the CBS announcers of the NCAA BB regional semifinals last night, said there was an "injured badger" on the floor.  That cracked me up. Sorry Badgers!!

Sranantongo 03-28-08

Creole-english language of surinam sranantongo is aka sranan and aka taki-taki. Feel free to call me Sranantongo from now on!

dog-ear 03-27-08

from Kitty Martin

Discovered there is a verb, to dog-ear. It means, as you might think, to turn down the corner of a page to mark your place. Just realized the term comes from the way some dogs' ears have the point folded down. Nice! Now what might it mean to cat-whisker?

yenems 03-26-08

via Miriam Goodman

There is a word for the kind of food  my mom and my sister like best: yenems. It's Yiddish for "yours," defined at yiddishlibrary.com as "the brand of cigarettes moochers smoke."

scorch 03-25-08

from Carol Cartier

Making snakeskin out of linen, burning it with an iron

opened up a whole new world to me--

the world of scorch!

drano 03-24-08 

Got this from a CBS sportscaster in March Madness. Which one? He just uttered the word after a particularly loud and vertical swish, shot right through (or over) a  high-pressure block. It was new to me. Maybe it's old. But now I can't watch a game without it! "Drano!"

deified 03-23-08

A fun palindrome for Easter. I'd like "Letter Man" to change the "de" to "ed": edified. Some words form little spelling families that set off sparks of imagination. Whenever I see one in the 'family,' I think of the others. Deify, edify, defy. I'd never do one without the others. 

sniggler 03-22-08

Got "Good Masters! Sweet Ladies!" from our Peaks Island Library yesterday.

Reading it aloud to Tim.

And he is loving it too.

Love the diarrhea, the fleas, the gruesome medical practices

(so familiar!) and the cheating, lying, stealing and brutality!

I love the way the history is woven in, not over done.

Love the way the book is designed, and the way the "verse" lays out to make

reading aloud flow well!

(haven't finished yet, but) At the end there

is a character named Nelly the sniggler!

We can NOT wait to find out what a sniggler is!

(I'm not looking it up)

Our cat is named Nelly

Our Nelly is a jiggler and a snuggler, so maybe it is a combination?

brackets 03-21-08

Bam! Just like that, 16 of the 64 teams  are gone! After today, only 32 will be left!  But brackets is such a fun word, it shows up in every March Madness mention. It's a way of scoring a tournament. Also, it's an editorial staple: angle brackets, curly brackets, square brackets. They are all so cute and useful. I like the words jacket, frisket, and brisket too. I love the word brackets sooooo much that it makes me want to start a business--JUST so I can name it "Brackets!"

wolf 03-20-08

from Kristin Kladstrup

Because the wolf is at the door! The wolf, as a symbol, is connected to EVERYTHING in folklore and mythology.

zaxaroplasteion 03-19-08

I can’t think of better word for “pastry bakery”

In any language. The Greeks have it! Makes me want to eat a piece of baklava just saying it.

er 03-18-08

A filler. A two letter word.  a better word choice than many disfluency fillers, like "like" and "i mean" and "ya know." You know? Also a useful suffix for comparing things: Er, today things suddenly feel springier.

pinch 03-17-08

via Miriam Goodman

When I offered mom some soda bread this morning she said "Just a pinch." I gave her a pinch of the slice of bread. It was fresh, warm, crumbly, soft, and baked with caraway seeds, golden raisins, and currants. I also told my nephews the St. Patrick's day tradition I learned in school: If you don't wear green, you get a pinch!

gargantuan 03-16-08

via Ariel

Ariel made me watch parts one and two of "Kill Bill." I was surprised when assassin character, Elle, in the midst of killing a man, via black mamba snake release, stopped to marvel over vocabulary. Elle was describing the dose of toxic venom, and thanking her victim for the chance to say "gargantuan," making plans to use the word more, and rolling it over the tongue, as the venom took hold.

mortify 03-15-08

via Lisa Phillips

Lisa is going to read her fifth grade diary at an audition! She will not be dead from that. But she may feel annhilated ego-wise! YAY!

perky 03-14-08

Reuben Pitchel

The opposite of tired.

supertaster 03-13-08

from Jonah Pitchel

Jonah loves this song, from They Might Be Giants, about John Lee SuperTaster, who has super powers. One pear tastes like a hundred pears to him.

confluence 03-12-08

from Julia Goodman

I used that word today and I thought: "There's a word I never use!" I felt so proud of myself for using it. I'm not even sure if I used it correctly. But I like it. It sounds so beautiful and flow-y. It's kind of onomatopoetic isn't it?

maragojipe or maragogipe 03-11-08

via Frankie Wright

This a mutant strain of coffee, first discovered growing near the town of Maragogipe, in Bahia, Brazil. Frankie noticed the following typo on the coffee label: “also kown as elephant bean.” This caused us to determine a meaning for the new word, “kown,” i.e. The opposite of a “koan,” a “kown” is an unquestionable answer, or an answer that has no need of a question, such as: “Make it bigger.” “Make it red.” “Three’s funnier.” Or “Yes.”

yerba buena 03-10-08

via Jake Keenan

Jake taught us to identify this plant by its spicy fresh smell and spearmint-shaped leaf. I like this word because it begins with "y". Also, because it brings me back to Big Sur.

swede 03-09-08

from Michel Gondry, via Jack Black

"That's a country not a verb.

Yeah. And it's a far away country and an expensive country." 

It's a valuable, personal service to "swede" your movie selection. They say it is "making something from scratch with anything you have on hand." But , really, it is remaking big-budget Hollywood movies with zero-budget, home-based technology, sarcasm, and artful old techniques. There's lots of people doing it, so maybe swede will become a verb after all.

fuselage 03-08-08

from Jane Kogan and Ruth Goodman

Just remember, it’s spelled differently than mucilage.

One’s the body of an airplane, the other’s a type of glue.

I guess if you spelled it fucilage, it would be airplane-glue?

lagniappe 03-07-08

from Michael Grbich

I had a party, and I was gonna have favors. My friend said, "There's a word for that!, a French word, lagniappe." It's lot of letters for a simple sound, but you know what it means? An unexpected gift. That is exactly what happens in making art, a lagniappe..

hegemony 03-06-08

via Frankie Wright

Frankie swears this word can be fun, if you play with it.

She is VERY good at playing. To me, hegemony sounds sullen and obstinate. Apparently it means “cultural dominance.”

I say “Ugh.”

Frankie says, “Jiminy hegemony.”

samara 03-05-08

My new favorite word. Sounds like Samurai. It's a helicopter-seed.

Merriam-Webster definies this as: "a dry indehiscent usually one-seeded winged fruit . . . —called also key."

I like the sound of that. Now I'll have to look up "indehiscent."

pollarding 03-04-08

a way of cutting trees.

If you see groves of short, gnarly trees with horizontal branches, ending in balled up fists, the trees may be maple, magnolia, or poplar, but they have all been pollarded. It's like a dreadlocks-crew-cut for the tree.

borborygmus 03-03-08

from Lisa, Frankie, Kitty

Frankie: (plural borborygmi) is the rumbling sound produced by the movement of gas through the  intestines of animals or humans.

Of course there is a word for it.

Binky Borborygminky.

Olympic ski jump winner?

Character who wandered out of a book?

Birth name of Sea Biscuit's spider monkey?

Kitty: What it means, in the vernacular, is the sound your stomach makes when it rumbles. (never mind the underlying causes . . .)

Lisa: a rumbling or gurgling sound caused by the movement of gas in the intestines.

"Honey did you say something?" "No, sorry, it was just my borborygmus--again."

Me: Plural? How can there be just one? Or is it only plural when we have it in chorus?

umbrage 03-02-08

from Lisa Phillips

Addie (cat, host of talk show "The Whap!") waits while her guests talk on, her stare filling with umbrage, until . . .  WHAP!

coruscate 03-01-08

from Frankie Wright

The definition of the word is not what I would think, and the thesaurus has at least 25 words that go with it. ... It means blaze!

