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gazump 05-31-08

to soak, swindle, fleece, plume, plunder, or otherwise "rob," by charging way too much, or by changing the price after an agreement has been made.

maulstick 05-30-08

from Kristin Kladstrup

Came across this word, which looks like something altogether different from what it really is.

bereft 05-29-08

I'm just glad there is a word for it.

williwaw 05-28-08

via Annie Proulx

Got this from an Proulx’s story “Them Old Cowboy Songs” which is dense yet spare, rich yet simple, profoundly sad yet joyful, celebratory of wildness and life’s brevity. A sudden cold blast of wind descending from the mountains to the sea, a williwaw is a type of katabatic wind!

abreast 05-27-08

from Stuart Pitchel

Did I ever draw you my picture of two men walking abreast?

dappled 05-26-08

from Kitty

as in dappled shade - shifting patterns of light and

dark - I was walking around the pond the other day, and the sun was shining and

the trees were full of new leaves getting tossed around by the wind.  Even the

word "dappled" sounds cool and refreshing.

loiter (spelled Lloyder by a certain pet owner) 05-25-08

from Llisa

Lloyder: To stop and talk with people who are curious about Lloyd, the canine rock star, his lineage, his origins, etc. and to deluge them with too much information because we are crazy dog people now. Example: "I was hoping to take Lloyd for a quickie walk down Mill St., but then we Lloydered with about half a dozen kids."

ruptured 05-24-08

as in the rice is ruptured; ruptured rice makes a rich creamy yummy soup!

yuki 05-23-08

from Michael Manning and Lyn Gaza

(Another kitten name. Does it mean snow, in Japanese?): "Lyn originally suggested Yuki (you-key) as a name because it looked like "she" had snow on "her" ears. ... After Yuki's true gender was revealed, we learned that the male form of the name means "lucky" - which this kitten is in spades."

wagster 05-22-08

via Nancy Crane

Nancy sent em the "Wagster's Dictionary" today, and I discovered that I'm a wagster! Although, most likely a real wagster would have already known what a wagster was.

bubinga 05-21-08

from Lisa Good Company

Sounds like another good cat name but is actually an exotic wood used to make

veneers for musical instruments and archery equipment. I love the bombast of

this word. "Bubinga came trotting down the hall, bloop bloop swinging to and fro

with the delicate rhythm of a herd of elephants in a thunderstorm."

paraphernalia 05-20-08

from Frankie Wright

"the root is the Greek parapherna, from para, distinct from, plus pherna, a dowry, so it referred to the bride’s personal property, things other than her dowry. All other goods became the property of her husband" (worldwidewords.org) So the paraphernalia is the 'stuff' she gets to keep!

interregnum 05-19-08

from Stephanie Levin, in Sheridan, Wyoming

There's been so much to absorb from all the events of the past months of Miriam's journey toward that place to which we all, eventually, will travel -- and from the amazing day of memories, sharing, joys, sorrows, tears, love that happened on Friday at the temple and at the Griffin and continued at Julia's that this interregnum in my life [visiting 'big sky country'] before I return to Northampton and pick up my day-to-day work and life routine has turned out to be a good thing, even though I was skeptical when we were driving off to our airport motel on Friday night, thinking: "No! I want to stay with everyone here in Arlington!"  This is a good place to breathe deep.

balagan 05-18-08

from dj balagan via dj Chris Devlin's blog "Fully Fitted"

a word for chaos or fiasco borrowed from modern Hebrew (where it is a loan word from Russian); "it was utter and complete balagan!"

Rubenesque 05-17-08

I always think of this word when I look at my nephew Reuben's artwork. He is only 5 but his work is so recognizable because it is always packed and punchy. It shows understanding about the mood and energy available in a color or a line. He has the dexterity to really control lines, without the tightness of control, like a good driver responding to the road of emotion., or like the quick video gamer and athlete he already is.

Meanwhile, Jane says the word should really be "Rubensesque," as Rubens was--aftaer all-- the artist's real name, but what a weird mouthful that would make. And the word itself leads me back to my body, which surely is, and my Mom's body, and her work, as reviewed here: : http://www.wimnonline.org/WIMNsVoicesBlog/?p=512

love 05-16-08

from Lililili

Love. That is the word that I would pick for today. Not petals from a flower. Love without a doubt. Love living on. In smiles and tears. Infinite.

gig 05-15-08

from Reuben Pitchel

"Gig?" That's my favorite word! I just like the name of it, cause it's a "fauwty gig."

nonetheless 05-14-08

from Julia Goodman

I like it because its got lots of little words mixed up in it! 

desideratum 05-13-08

from Holly Hartman

This word sounds like an incantation, as it should. And the plural (desiderata)

would be a beautiful cat name.

gemoltlicht 05-12-08

from Ruth Goodman

Miriam's home was always very gemoltlicht. It was one of her favorite words. It means well-presented, cozy and welcoming.

troubadour 05-11-08

from Julia Goodman

It's a great word! Now try to define it!

dandelion 05-10-08

I love that dandelion is tooth of the lion. With those toothed leaves and lionish flowers. I'm seeing them pop up in waves!

LLOYD 05-09-08

from Lisa Lloyd

As in, "I Lloyd you very much." As in, LLOYD IS ARRIVING TOMORROW! Lloyd is our new dog, a Great Pyrenees/Newfie mix. What's black and white and furry all over? LLOYD!

MaryJane 05-08-08

from Jane Kogan

Someone called me up from California in the sixties asking for Mary Jane. I didn't know who she was talking about. She kept saying Mary Jane this and Mary Jane that.

privilege 05-07-08

I took a walk with Frankie Wright at lunch to put "something" in the mail to Jane. And also put something in the mail, to Joanie. A picture of "Timmer" and two orange lady-bug truffles in a glittery victorian box with a mom holding babe-in-arms on the cover. It was a grand walk. Full of tulips and swans. I felt very privileged.

phone-pat 05-06-08

from Frank Tadley

It's a made-up word: A phone-pat is when you pat yourself down to make sure you have it with you.

prognostics 05-05-08

Whenever I hear the word "prognosticate," I always pictureFrank Morgan in the Wizard of Oz, sitting in that caravan telling Dorothy's future. But I never linked the word "Prognosticate" with "prognosis" until I heard a couple of nurses talking about the "prognostics" related to one of their patients today.

chimmichurri 05-04-08

from Ariel and Chris

It's Brazilian. It's chimmi, like "chimmichanga," + churri, like a Baltimorian saying "Cherry." 

bronfn 05-03-08

from Rebecca Ennen

It's Yiddish for whiskey. Mr. Bronfman owns Seagrams and gives all the big scholarships to travel to Israel.

prostitot 05-02-08

from Jack Barrett

I'm really into the Dictionary of American Slang lately, (online). There's so many words I've never heard of. For instance: What do you call a young girl who dresses  very permiscuously?

drib 05-02-08

from LisaLisaLisa

It's a verb or a noun. Like dribble, but with smaller droplets.

cassoulet 05-01-08

from Robin Becker

From her new poem. It means slow-cooked stew, and she uses it to describe the effects of a hurricane.

